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“What shall we offer You, O Christ, for You have appeared on earth as a man for our 
sake? For each of the creatures brought forth by You offers You thanksgiving: 
the angels – their hymn, the heavens – the star, the Magi – their gifts, the shepherds 
– their wonder, the earth – the cave, the wilderness – the manger, and we offer You 
the Virgin Mother!”  

Heartfelt invitation to the  

ORTHODOX DIVINE LITURGY 

In the historic holy church 
(the first Christian community from the 1st millennium) 

of Archangel Michael – Panagia Axion Estin – Hillensberg , 
on the borders of Germany – The Netherlands – Belgium  

On December 27th, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. 
Michaelsstr. 8A 

52538 Selfkant – Hillensberg 

 

The Divine Liturgy will be celebrated by Archimandrite Anthimos 
Zidianakis of the Holy Metropolis of Germany, 
with the blessing of His Grace Bishop Eumenios of Lefke. 



  

After the enthronement of the Holy Icon of the Theotokos Axion Estin from the Holy Cell “Axion Estin” 
of Mount Athos by His Grace Bishop Eumenios on March 31, 2024 in the Holy Church of Archangel 
Michael in Hillensberg, and the first Orthodox Divine Liturgy on the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross in 2024, the Divine Liturgies that followed during 2024, the first anniversary on June 11, 2025 in 
honour of the Theotokos Axion Estin in the Holy Church, and the first Orthodox wedding that was 
likewise celebrated with the blessing of the Most-Holy Theotokos, there now follows—with the blessing 
of the Holy Trinity and the All-Holy Theotokos, and with the unanimous consent of the Roman Catholic 
priest Roland Bonnen—on December 27, 2025, the day on which our Church honours Saint Stephen 
the First-Martyr, Apostle and Archdeacon, an Orthodox Divine Liturgy in the church. All are 
warmly invited. 

The days following the great Feast of Christmas 

continue to reflect the joy of our Church—our joy—for the Nativity of Christ. In the prayers and hymns 
of Christmas we find the deepest expression of our faith regarding our Panagia, our relationship with 
her, the understanding of her example, her person, and her place in our spiritual life. The image of the 
Holy Mother with the Incarnate Christ, interwoven with all the feasts of Christmas, reveals how the 
Church experiences the Theotokos as a gift from the world to God, as a gift from humanity to the One 
who enters the world, and as a gift to humanity. Creation does not merely long for union with God nor 
simply await His coming: it has been prepared for it, so that the encounter between God and humankind 
may take place in the heart of each of us, in freedom and love. What our rational mind cannot grasp is 
revealed in the icon of Christmas: the great depth that lies at the heart of every reality, the hidden core 
of power and truth concealed from the intellect. Heaven offers Christ as a gift—the star! The universe, 
in all its unity and harmony, is shaped to reveal a higher meaning: creation itself is a symbol of God, a 
foreshadowing of Him. “The heavens declare the glory of God!” (Psalm 19:1) In the Nativity of Christ, 
the hymnography that reflects our faith sees not only Christ coming into the world, but the world going 
out to meet Him: the star, the desert, the cave, the manger, the angels, the shepherds, the Magi. And in 
the radiant Center of this procession stands the Theotokos, the most beautiful fruit of creation. It is as 
though faith says to God: “In Your love for us, You gave us Your Son. And we, in our love for You, 
offer You Mary, the Theotokos.”  In the person of the Theotokos, the world is betrothed to God—an 
expression of their mutual love. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son…” 
(John 3:16). And the Church responds: “The world so loved God that it offered Him the one whose 
beauty and purity reveal the deepest meaning of His creation of humanity.” Through her, the Son of God 
becomes the Son of Man, becomes one of us, in order to unite us with Himself, and through Him, with 
God. Before faith matured into the full understanding of Mary as Theotokos and Mediatrix, before 
devotion to her blossomed in countless prayers, feasts, and icons, what was first revealed—foundation 
and source of all that followed—was the divine fullness and beauty of the Christmas night. At its heart 
stands the image of the Mother and Child, radiating a dazzling light. In this image, all that had been 
separated by sin, hostility, and human pride is united again: heaven and earth, God and humankind, 
nature and spirit. The world becomes a hymn of praise, words become a song of love, matter becomes 
a gift, and all creation becomes a manger. In this image of the Mother and Child, the eternal love of God 
for the world and the eternal love of the world for God are joined, fulfilled, and victorious. No one has 
ever been able to erase this image from human memory or conscience. Gazing upon this image, rejoicing 
in it, we recognize in it the only authentic image of the true world, the true life, the true human being. 
By praising the Virgin Mary, we rejoice above all in what she reveals to us about ourselves and about 
the divine depth, beauty, wisdom, and light of the world when united with its beloved Creator. 

We warmly await all of you to honour the Apostle, Archdeacon, and Protomartyr of our Church, 
Saint Stephen, and to celebrate our union—through our Most-Holy Theotokos—with the unending 
Love of God, the inexhaustible Source of Life, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

+ Bishop Eumenios of Lefke   +Archimandrite Anthimos Zidianakis 

Information on how to reach the church & anything else (names for Health/Rest, offering bread etc.):                                   
Dr. Stavroula N. Patsourakou: Tel. +49 172 2902151 / kanzlei@patsourakou.com 


